
Philippians: The Triumph of Joy in Christ (2) 

 For many, Billy Graham, has been the primary Christian example for the better part of the 

last century.  We hear stories from every corner that Billy Graham was a man of unmatched 

character both in the public eye and in private.  There is a story told of Graham staying up all 

night during his 1948 crusade.  They were trying to figure out if the Lord would have them extend 

their crusade in Los Angeles.  So, Billy began to pray that God would provide him an answer.  

And, it came in the form of a 2a.m. visit by a drunken man, who had questions and doubts.  Well, 

Billy stayed up until 5a.m., praying, sharing the gospel, and sacrificing his own sleep with a 

demanding day ahead of him because he knew that the Lord was at work.  The joy of seeing one 

more soul come to Christ and the joy of answered prayer were enough for Billy to triumph over 

his own need for sleep.   

 This seems like such a small thing, doesn’t it?  He lost some sleep: no big deal.  Yet, it is 

these little triumphs of joy in God’s work that fuel so much of the work that happens in the 

church.  Whenever we lose sight of the joy of the Lord’s work, the local church and the church 

abroad inevitably suffer.  The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 2 that he didn’t have anyone to 

send to the Philippian church except his beloved son in the faith, Timothy.  And the reason he 

gives is heartbreaking, “for all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s”.   Earlier 

Paul had sent Epaphroditus, who became gravely ill on his journey to Philippi.  The only way the 

Philippian church would receive the instruction and care they needed would be through the 

sacrifice of men like Timothy and Epaphroditus.   

 There is a principle that we must always remember: death is the divine currency of the 

kingdom of God.  The seed must die for the flower to emerge.  If seeds never died, there would 

be no food and no beauty.  And, we are told in Philippians 2 that the same principle applied to 

Jesus, “he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross”.  Jesus 

had to give up his life that we might receive mercy.  But, what profit was it to Jesus to give up his 

own life?  Well, Paul answers it this way by saying, “therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name”.  That is to say that there was a joy set 

before Jesus that far exceeded the momentary afflictions of this present world.  Jesus knew that 

there was a greater joy in store for Him after his death.  The writer of Hebrews tells us, 

“Jesus…who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb 12:2).  The joy that Jesus had before him and 

the joy of our eventual salvation (‘bringing many sons to glory’, Heb 2:10) was his motivation to 

despise the cross of shame! 

 How, then, do we have the triumph of joy in our own lives?  Whether it be in those 

everyday sacrifices or in major difficulty, the answer is to hold on tightly to our salvation in 

Christ.  Because our Savior Jesus triumphed over the miseries of this life, the pains of death, and 

the cross of shame, in Him we have a promise that it will be no different with us.  Jesus is leading 

the way into the heavenlies and as the hymn proclaims ‘our anchor holds within the veil’.  Why? 

Because, “Christ always leads us in triumphal procession” (2 Cor 2:14).  As Christ has triumphed, 

so shall we in good time also triumph.  For the same joy that awaited Jesus, awaits us still. 

 

Blessings in Christ, 

Tom   


